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One quarter of Canada's discovered (conventional) oil and gas resources are in the North and 
remain undeveloped. Managing the development of oil and gas resources for Canada's federal 
lands in the Northwest Territories, Nunavut and northern offshore is a federal responsibility. The 
Northern Oil and Gas Branch (NOGB) of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) works in 
partnership with Northern and Aboriginal governments and communities to: govern the allocation 
of Crown lands to the private sector for oil and gas exploration; develop the regulatory 
environment; set and collect royalties; and approve benefit plans before development takes place 
in a given area. Petroleum resource management on Canada's federal lands north of 60 °N is 
exercised under two federal statutes: the Canada Petroleum Resources Act (CPRA) and the 
Canada Oil and Gas Operations Act (COGOA). The NOGB is responsible for the issuance and 
management of Exploration Licences, Significant Discovery Licences and Production Licences in 
the Northwest Territories, Nunavut and the northern offshore, pursuant to the CPRA. The NOGB 
plans and coordinates federally-funded science research that supports oil and gas management 
decisions in the North. This research works towards improving environmental, economic and 
social sustainability of oil and gas development in Canada's North, in a manner that is consistent 
with the Government's Northern Strategy as well as its responsibilities under the CPRA and the 
COGOA. The NOGB carries out research-related activities such as: leading research planning for 
the Beaufort Regional Environmental Assessment; representing INAC at the Environmental 
Studies Research Funds, and on the Frontier Oil and Gas Portfolio and associated programs under 
the Program of Energy Research and Development. 
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